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THE WHITE HC_SE RN

WASHINGTO

August z5, 1977

MEMORANDUM ¥CR THE HEADS OF
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES

SUBJECT: <=xzmination of the Federz:i Government's Legal
representation System

T have directed my Reorganization Froject Staff at the
Office of Mznagement and Budget to review the Federal
GCovernment®s system for providing legal advice and
representation to its departments, agencies, and regu-
latory commissions.

designed to improve the way governmental
legal resources at tr=ir disposal, which
include their own legal offices ané the services of the
Department of Justice, including Uzited States Attorneys.
Better use =F these resources shou.Zl help prevent unneces-
sary litigztion and administrative Aelay by enabling the
Federal Government to do a better -ob of complying with
its own rul=s and regulations.
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A second obiective will be to imprcwe the way litigation
is conducts3 in order to ensure be:izer and more uniform
applicatior of the law.

This study will rely heavily on the advice and counsel
of the Concress, Federal departments, agencies, and
regulatory commissions, State and 1~~al officials,
private orcznizations and the publ:ic.

I consider —he effective use of leczl resources to be a
vital part of my Administration’'s eZfort to improve the
performance of the Federal government; accordingly, I

ask for your cooperation in provicing staff assistance

and other rzsources to assure thes szccess of this review.

In order t= inform all interested rarties that this study
is underwzwv, I have directed that +~is memorandum be
publishe? -n the Federal Register.
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